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Brussels, 23 September 2026 

 
BIR raises concerns that proposed EU export restrictions on 

recycled metals for recovery to non-OECD countries could affect 
recycling businesses and global supply chains 

 
The European Commission’s draft delegated act under the EU Waste Shipment Regulation, 
which establishes a draft list of non-OECD countries eligible to receive certain waste streams 
from the EU, published on 18 September 2026, raises significant concerns for the global 
recycling industry. The proposed exclusion of major Asian markets, including India, Malaysia 
and Thailand, from import authorisations for ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste for 
recovery could significantly disrupt recycling businesses, their customers and international 
supply chains. 
 
Restricting export outlets of ferrous and non-ferrous metal waste to non-OECD countries 
would not automatically create additional European demand or the capacity to process the 
grades and volumes concerned, particularly where these are insufficient to absorb it. 
 
Metals can retain their intrinsic properties through successive recycling cycles, and 
international trade precisely connects these valuable materials with the facilities and markets 
that keep them in productive use. BIR has previously warned that export restrictions affecting 
a major supplier such as the EU risk depressing globally recycled material prices, weakening 
collection incentives and undermining the processing and investment on which future 
recycled material availability depends. 
 
In our response to the European Commission’s consultation response on “EU aluminium scrap 
availability” earlier this year, BIR argued that Europe generates more recycled aluminium than 
domestic facilities can technically absorb. We have questioned whether the available 
evidence justified export restrictions on recycled aluminium exports and pointed on potential 
consequences for the recycling value chain, where these concerns remain critical when 
assessing the current proposal to further restrict EU exports of non-hazardous recycled metal 
streams.  
 
For example, aluminium illustrates why access to international markets matters, as recycled 
metal grades differ in composition, processing requirements and commercial outlets. 
European supply, demand and processing capabilities do not necessarily match for every 
grade, making international trade an important part of efficient recycling.  
 
Although the Waste Shipment Regulation assessment serves a different legal purpose from 
the earlier aluminium trade initiative, the potential consequences for global recycling markets 
deserve an equally cautious consideration. 

http://www.bir.org/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14861-List-of-non-OECD-countries-authorised-to-import-certain-non-hazardous-waste-from-the-EU_en
https://www.bir.org/news-press/news/1000042613-bir-responds-to-eu-consultation-on-aluminium-scrap-availability
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BIR’s longstanding commitment to free and fair trade in recycled materials supports the view 
that any similar restrictions on non-hazardous waste exports should be carefully designed, 
especially when concluded on the basis that their treatment may result in “irreversible 
environmental degradation”. While we recognise the European Commission’s commitment 
to a robust legislative framework that ensures environmentally sound management of ferrous 
and non-ferrous metal waste, BIR urges policymakers to engage with affected global recycling 
industries, industry associations and government representatives, particularly in non-OECD 
countries, to ensure that the delegated act’s final provisions support responsible recycling, 
provide clarity for businesses and that any restrictions are proportionate and grounded in 
evidence. 
 
We remain ready to engage further with diplomatic missions and relevant authorities to 
support transparency, raise awareness and facilitate any exchange of information and 
evidence demonstrating environmentally sound management of recycling operations in 
countries not currently proposed for metal waste authorisation as part of this legislative 
assessment. 
 
As part of the feedback collection, the launched four-week public consultation, with an 
indicated deadline on 16 October, provides a key opportunity for stakeholders and relevant 
authorities to submit evidence on whether the proposed list and the waste streams 
authorised for each country are appropriate, including any factual errors or omissions, as well 
as information that may not have been available to the European Commission in its 
assessment. BIR calls on its members, industry associations, businesses and relevant 
governments to make their voices heard and help shape the outcome by submitting concerns 
and supporting evidence. 
 
BIR will continue reviewing the technical assessments of the draft list of unauthorised 
requests from non-OECD countries to import certain non-hazardous wastes from the EU, 
published under the delegated act, and we aim to contribute constructively to a legislative 
framework based on legitimate grounds and adequate risk assessment of non-OECD countries 
ready to demonstrate their ability to manage specific waste streams.  
 

http://www.bir.org/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14861-List-of-non-OECD-countries-authorised-to-import-certain-non-hazardous-waste-from-the-EU_en

