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 FactSheet 
Inspections are the backbone of most enforcement 
programmes. By standardizing inspection procedures, 
enforcement officials can help ensure that all facilities 
are treated equally and that all the appropriate 
information is gathered. Effective environmental 
enforcement deters illegal traffic, including the use of 
penalties that make non-compliance costlier than 
compliance(13). 

Specific guidelines and criteria are needed to 
distinguish compliance from non-compliance, to help 
ensure that all members of the regulated community are 
treated consistently and that enforcement is perceived 
as fair. Fairness, and perception of fairness, is critical to 
the credibility of an enforcement programme(13). 

Competent authorities should have access to adequate 
physical, technical, and financial resources for their 
mandate and scope of work. Inspectors require training 
in a broad range of skills, including legal, technical, 
administrative and communication(13). 

Transboundary Movements 

Appropriate legal, administrative and other measures 
need to be taken to implement and enforce the 
provisions of applicable international and regional 
instruments in relation to the transboundary movement 
(TBM) of wastes, including the Basel Convention. 
Legislation should be introduced to prevent and punish 
illegal traffic.  

Parties have an obligation to ensure that TBMs are 
reduced to a minimum consistent with environmentally 
sound and efficient management. Hazardous wastes or 
other wastes should be exported only if the state of 
export does not have the technical capacity and 
facilities to dispose of them in an environmentally 
sound manner or the wastes in question are required as 
raw material for recycling or recovery in the state of 
import. TBMs should not be allowed to occur when 
there is a reason to believe that the wastes in question 
will not be managed in an environmentally sound 
manner(14,15). To this end, the Basel Convention 
requires the exporter and disposer to conclude a 
contract specifying environmentally sound 
management of the wastes in question. Prohibitions or 
restrictions in place in states of export, transit and/or 
import should be respected(16). 

When competent authorities consent to a TBM, it 
should be conducted in a manner to protect human 
health and the environment. Packing, labelling and 
transport of the wastes should be in conformity with 
generally accepted and recognised international rules 
and standards(17).  

TBMs must not commence from the state of export 
until the written consent of the state of import is 
received and confirmation of the existence of a contract 
specifying the ESM of the wastes in question. The 
disposer is required to inform the exporter and 

competent authority of the state of export of receipt of 
the wastes and completion of the disposal as specified 
in the notification(18). 
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